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and, in time, unite those who will not abruptly amalgamate.
Shikarpore contains many rich banking houses, which is a
sure evidence of its being a central point of communication
between the surrounding countries, and, consequently, one
where the British Government would learn what was going
on in Asia. The money market is, generally speaking, the
best political barometer.
15.    The robber tribes in this neighbourhood have kept
down    this    town       despite       its     natural    and     acquired
advantages ;   in fact,  the  robber is  everywhere  the master.
Therefore all round is barbarous and barbarous must continue
to be, till civilisation gradually encroaches upon these lawless
people; and,  I  think,  Shikarpore is  precisely one  of those
grand positions that ought to be seized upon for that purpose.
I  have,   therefore,    directed   Major-General  England  not  to
evacuate this town till further instructions  are received from
the Govern or-General.
16.    I  shall  keep   this   memorandum  till  the  arrival of
Major Outram, and will request of him  to peruse it, that he
may give his opinion upon the view which I have  taken; an
opinion, which his experience of these countries, his abilities,
and  the high situation in which he has been placed by the
Governor-General,   all   render   very    important.    If    Major
Outram concurs in   the opinions  which I  have ventured to
express  they will   be   strengthened;   if not,   the   Governor-
General will be made acquainted with the objections of one
possessing great local knowledge.
17.    I have drawn up  this  memorandum entirely  on my
- own considerations of the subject; but, since Major Outranks
arrival, which took place when I finished the last paragraph,
he has given me every possible assistance. He concurs in all
I have said in the foregoing paragraphs, but, at the same time,
he has added much to my local knowledge, and, in justice to
the Ameers, I must, with this increase of information, enlarge
upon what I have stated. The Ameers say that they did not
understand Article XI of the Treaty with Hyderabad, to
prohibit the levying of tolls on their own subjects. It seems
that they urge, in proof of their misconception, that they
resisted the signing the Treaty, because of other Articles, less